Drip Fertigation Is The Best of
Solution to Improve Cotton Yields.

Cotton is very important cash crop grown in Maharashtra. It is also known as WHITE
GOLD. It is cultivated in 112 lakh ha area and its productivity is very low 524 Kg
Lint/ha. Every year area under this crop is increasing consistently due to wonderful results
of drip in BT Cotton. Farmers has started adoption of Bt varieties from year 2002. Almost
more than 95 % cotton cultivated is Bt. Due to introduction of Bt technology in Cotton the
major problem of boll worms get controlled. Expenses over pesticide use get minimized.
Cotton crop is grown under both rainfed and irrigated conditions. In Maharashtra 95 %
Cotton is cultivated under rainfed conditions and only 5 % Cotton is cultivated under
irrigated conditions. However in flood irrigated Cotton yields are not satisfactory because
of fluctuation in moisture through crop period, in drip irrigated Cotton yields are getting
bumper due to premonsoon planting and maintain field capacity in soil, optimum moisture
in rootzone which improves uptake of nutrients resulted in to wonderful crop growth, boll
development. All rainfed, irrigated Cotton farmers are using Bt Cotton Hybrid Seeds,
Though farmers are using Bt Cotton Hybrid seeds in rainfed conditions their yields are low
due to unavailability of optimum moisture in entire crop period. Cotton yields under rainfed
conditionis just7—10 quintals/ha, in flood irrigation Cotton yields are 20 — 25 Quintals per
ha and under drip irrigation farmers are harvesting bumper Cotton yields from 40 — 50
Quintals / ha. Due to wonderful results drip irrigation technology | sfast adopting in
Gujarath, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Punjab, and
Haryana on large scale, Drip irrigation is playing important role to explore more potential of
Bt Cottonin India.

Cotton is very important cash crop grown in Maharashtra. It is also known as
WHITE GOLD.Itis cultivated in 112 lakh ha area and its productivity is very low 524
Kg Lint / ha. Every year area under this crop is increasing consistently due to
wonderful results of drip in BT Cotton. Farmers has started adoption of Bt varieties
from year 2002. Aimost more than 95 % cotton cultivated is Bt. Due to introduction
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